
Historical Chronology of the Papacy
The First Pope
The word “Pope” means “Papa”, “Father”. At first it was applied to all western bishops. About A.D. 500 it began to be restricted to the Bishop of Rome, and soon, in common use, came to mean Universal Bishop. The Roman Catholic list of Popes includes the Bishops of Rome from the 1st century onward. But for 500 years. Bishops of rome were NOT Popes. The idea that the Bishop of Rome should have Authority over the Whole Church was a slow growth, bitterly contested at every step, and Never Has, at any time, Been Universally Recognized.
Peter
The Roman Catholic tradition that Peter was the First Pope is Fiction pure and simple. There is no New Testament hint, and no historical evidence whatever, that Peter was at any time Bishop of Rome. Nor did he ever claim for himself such Authority as the foreboding that his “Successors” would be mainly concerned with “Lording it over God’s flock, rather than showing themselves Examples to the flock (1 Peter 5:3).
Early Roman Bishops
· Linus (A.D. 67-79)? 
· Cletus (79-91)? 

· Clement (91-100), wrote a letter to the Corinthian Church, in the name of the Roman Church, Not in His Own Home, with no hint of Papal Authority such as Popes later assumed. 

· Evaristus (100-109). 
· Alexander I (109-119) 

· Sixtus I (119-128) 

· Telesphorus (128-139) 

· Hyginus (139-142) 

· Pius (142-154). 

Beginning of Rome’s Domineering Policy
· Anicetus, Bishop of Rome (154-168), tried to influence Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, to change the date of Easter observance; but Polycarp refused to yield. 

· Soter (168-176), 
· Eleutherus (177-190). 

· Victor I (190-202), threatened to excommunicate the Eastern Churches for celebrating Easter on the 14th of Nisan. Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus, replied that he was not afraid of Victor’s threats and asserted his independent authority. Iraneus, of Lyons, through a Western Bishop, and in sympathy with the Western viewpoint on Easter Observance, that is, the week-day rather than the month-day, rebuked Victor for trying to Dictate to Eastern Churches. 

Growing Influence of Rome
· Zephyrinus (202-218). 
· Calixtus I (218-223), was the first to base his claim on Matthew 16:18. 

· Tertullian, of Carthage, called him a Usurper in speaking as if Bishop of Bishops. 

· Urban I (223-230). 
· Pontianus (230-235). 

· Anterus (235-236). 

· Fabian (236-250). 

· Cornelius (251-252). 

· Lucius I (252-253). 

· Stephen I (253-257), objected to certain baptismal practises in the North African Church. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, in North Africa, answered that each Bishop was supreme in his own diocese, and refused to yield to Stephen. Nevertheless, the feeling grew that rome, the Capital City, should be Head of the Church, even as it was Head of the Empire. 

· Sixtus II (257-258). 

· Felix I (269-274). 

· Eutychianus (275-309). 

· Eusebius (309-310). 

· Miltiades (311-314). 

Union of Church and State
· Silvester I (314-335), was Bishop of Rome when under Constantine, Christianity was virtually made the State Religion of the Roman Empire. The Church immediately became an institution of vast importance in World Politics. Constantine regarded himself as Head of the church. He called the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325), and presided over it, the First World Council of the Church. This Council accorded the Bishops of Alexandria and Antioch full jurisdiction over their Provinces, as the Roman Bishop had over his, with 
NOT EVEN A HINT that they were subject to Rome. 
· Marcus (A.D. 336-337) 

· Julius I (337-352). The Council of Sardica (A.D. 343), composed of Western churchmen only, Not an Ecumenical Council, was the First Council to recognize the authority of the Roman Bishop. 

The Five Patriarchs
By the end of the 4th century the Churches and Bishops of Christendom had come to be largely dominated from FIVE great centres, Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria, whose Bishops had come to be called PATRIARCHS, of equal authority one with another, each having full control in his own East and the West, the Patriarchs of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria, gradually came to acknowledge the Leadership of Constantinople; and henceforth the struggle for the Leadership of Christendom was between Rome and Constantinople.
· Liberius (352-366). 

· Damascus (366-384). 

Division of the Roman Empire
· Siricius (385-398), Bishop of Rome, in his Lust for Wordly Power, claimed Universal Jurisdiction over the Church. But, unfortunately for him, in his day the Empire Divided (A.D. 395), into two separate Empires, East and West, which made it all the more difficult for the Roman Bishop to get the East to recognize his authority. (Anastasius, 398-402). 

Augustine’s “City of God”
· Innocent I (402-417), called himself “Ruler of the Church of God,” and claimed the right to settle the more important matters of controversy in the Whole Church. 

· Zosimus (417-418). 

· Boniface (418-422). 

· Coelestine I (422-432). 

· Sixtus III (432-440). The Western Empire was now rapidly dissolving amid the storms of the Barbarian Migration and, in the distress and anxiety of the times, Augustine wrote his monumental work, “The City of God”, in which he envisioned a Universal Christian Empire. This book had vast influence in molding opinion favourable to a Universal Church Hierarchy under One Head. This promoted Rome’s claim for Lordship. Thus the Church was Changing in Nature, making itself over into the Image of the Roman Empire. 

Imperial Recognition of the Pope’s Claim
· Leo I (A.D. 440-461), called by some historians the First Pope. The misfortunes of the Empire were his opportunity. The East was rent with controversies. The West, under weak Emperors, was breaking up before Barbarians. Leo was the one strong man of the hour. He claimed that he was, by divine appointment, Primate of All Bishops, and (A.D. 445), he obtained from Emperor Valentinian III Imperial Recognition for his claim. In A.D. 452 he persuaded Attila the Hun to spare the city of Rome. Later (455), he induced Genseric the Vandal to have mercy on the city. This greatly enhanced his reputation. He proclaimed himself Lord of the Whole Church; advocated Exclusive Universal Papacy; said that Resistance to his authority was a Sure Way to Hell; advocated Death Penalty for heresy. However, the Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon (451), composed of assembled Bishops from all the world, in spite of the Emperor’s Act, and Leo’s Claim, gave the Patriarch of Constantinople Equal Prerogatives with the Bishop of Rome. 

· Hilarus (A.D. 461-468). Continued the policy of predecessor. 

Fall of Rome
· Simplicius (468-483), was Roman Pope when the Western Empire came to an end (A.D. 476). The left the Popes free from Civil Authority. The various new small Kingdoms of the Barbarians into which the West was now broken furnished the Popes opportunity for advantageous Alliances, and gradually the Pope became the most commanding figure in the West. 

· Felix III (483-492). 

· Gelasius I (492-496). 

· Anastasius II (496-498). 

· Symmachus (498-514). 

· Hormisdas (514-523). 

· John I (523-525). 

· Felix IV (526-530). 

· Boniface II (530-532). 

· John II (532-535). 

· Agapeuts I (535-536). 

· Silverius (536-540). 

· Vigilius (540-554). 

· Pelagius I (555-560). 

· John III (560-573). 

· Benedict I (574-578). 

· Pelagius II (578-590). 

The First Real Pope
· Gregory I (A.D. 590-604), generally regarded as the First Pope. He appeared at a time of Political Anarchy and great Public Distress throughout Europe. Italy, after the Fall of Rome (A.D. 476), had become a Gothic kingdom; later a Byzantine Province under control of the Eastern Emperor; and now was being pillaged by the Lombards. Gregory’s influence over the various kings had a stabilizing effect. He established for himself complete control over the churches of Italy, Spain, Gaul, and England whose Conversion to Christianity was the great event of Gregory’s time. Gregory labored untiringly for the Purification of the Church; deposed of neglectful or unworthy Bishops; and opposed with great zeal the practice of Simony, the Sale of Office. He exerted great influence in the East, although he did not claim jurisdiction over the Eastern Church. The Patriarch of Constantinople called himself “Universal Bishop”. The greatly irritated Gregory, who rejected the title as Vicious and Haughty, and refused the authority that title stood for. In his personal life he was a good man, one of the purest and best of the Popes, untiring in his efforts for Justice to the Oppressed, and unbounded in his Charities to the Poor. If all the Popes had been such as he, what a different estimate the world would have of the Papacy! 

· Sabinianus (604-606). 

· Boniface III (607). 

· Boniface IV (609-614), declared “all saints day on November 1st. 

· Deusdedit (615-618). 

· Boniface V (619-625). 

· Honorius I (625-638). 

· Severinus (640). 

· John IV (640-642). 

· Theodore 1 (642-649). 

· Martin I (649-653). 

· Eugenius I (654-657). 

· Vitalianus (657-672). 

· Adeodatus (672-676). 

· Donus I (676-678). 

· Agatho (678-682). 

· Leo II (682-683), pronounced Honorius I a heretic. 

· Benedict II (684-685). 

· John V (685-686). 

· Cono (686-687). 

· Theodorus (687). 

· Sergius I (687-701). 

· John VI (701-705). 

· John VII (705-707). 

· Sisinnius (708). 

· Constantine (708-715). 

· Gregory II (715-731). 

· Gregory III (731-741), moved “Samhain Oct 31st to Nov 1st” for assimilation into “all saints day”. 

The Pope Becomes an Earthly King
· Zacharias (741-752), was instrumental in making Pepin, father of Charlemagne, King of the Franks, a Germanic people occupying western Germany and northern France. 

· Stephen II (752-757). At his request, Pepin led his army to Italy, conquered the Lombards, and gave their lands, a large part of Central Italy, to the pope.
This was the beginning of the PAPAL STATES, or TEMPORAL DOMINION of the Popes. Civil Control of Rome and Central Italy by the Popes, thus established by Pope Zacharias and Stephen, and recognized by Pepin (754), was later confirmed by Charlemagne (774). Thus, Central Italy, once the Head of the Roman Empire, later a Gothic Kingdom ruled by the “Head” of the Church. This TEMPORAL KINGDOM of the Church lasted 1100 years, till 1870, when, on the outbreak of the war between France and Germany, king Victor Immanuel of Italy took possession of Rome, and added the Papal States to the Kingdom of Italy. 

· Paul I (757-767). 
· Stephen III (768-772). 

· Adrian I (772-795). 

Papal Power Greatly Promoted by Charlemagne
· Leo III (A.D. 795-816), in return for Charlemagne’s recognition (774) of the Pope’s Temporal Power over the Papal States, conferred on Charlemagne (800) the title of Roman Emperor, thus combining the Roman and Frank realms into HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE. 

· Charlemagne (742-814), King of the Franks, grandson of Charles Martel, who had saved Europe from the Mohammedans, was one of the greatest rulers of all time. He reigned 46 years, and made many wars and conquests of vast magnitude. His realm included what is modern Germany, France, Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, Belgium, and parts of Spain and Italy. He helped the Pope, and the Pope helped him. He was one of the Greatest Influences in bringing the Papacy to a position of World Power. Soon after his death, by the treaty of Verdun (843), his Empire was divided into what became the foundations of modern Germany, France and Italy; and henceforth, for centuries, there was ceaseless struggle between Popes and German and French Kings for Supremacy. 

“The Holy Roman Empire”
Thus established by Charlemagne and Leo III, was in a sense, the 
re-establishment of the Western Roman Empire, with German kings on the throne bearing the title of “Caesar,” which was conferred by the Popes, purporting to be a continuation of the Old Roman Empire, under the Joint Control of the Popes and German Emperors, the Emperors having control in Temporal matters and the Popes in Spiritual matters. But inasmuch as the Church was a State institution jurisdiction was not always easy to define, and the arrangement resulted in many Bitter Struggles between Emperors and Popes. The Holy Roman Empire, a “name rather than an accomplished fact,” lived a thousand years, and was brought to an end by Napolean (1806). It served a purpose in blending the Roman and German civilizations, out of which the life of the modern world arose.
· Stephen IV (816-817). 

· Pascal I (817-824). 

· Eugene II (824-827). 

· Valentine (827). 

· Gregory IV (827-844). 

· Sergius II (844-847). 

· Leo IV (847-855). 

· Benedict III (855-858). 

Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals Help Papacy
· Nicolas I (858-867). First Pope to wear a crown. To promote his claim as Universal Authority he used with great effect the "PSEUDOISIDORIAN DECRETALS," a book that appeared about 857, containing documents that purported to be Letters and Decrees of Biships and Councils of the 2nd and 3rd centuries, all tending to exalt the power of the Pope. They were Deliberate Forgeries and Corruptions of Ancient Historical Documents, but their Spurious Character was not discovered till some centuries later. Whether Nicolas knew them to be Forgeries, at least he Lied in stating that they had been kept in the archives of the Roman Church from ancient times. But they served their purpose, in "stamping the Claims of the Medievel Priesthood with the Authority of Antiquity." "The Papacy, which was the Growth of Several Centuries, was made to appear as something Complete and Unchangeable from the very Beginning." "The object was to Ante-Date by Five Centuries the Pope's Temporal Power." "The Most Colossal Literary Fraud in History." "Yet it Strengthened the Papacy more than any other one agency, and forms to large extent the Basis of the Canon Law of the Roman Church." 

The Great Cleavage of Christendom
Nicolas undertook to interfere in the affairs of the Eastern Church. He excommunicated Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople, who in turn excommunicated him. The Division of Christendom followed 869 (completed 1054). 
Although the Empire had been Divided since 395, and although there had been a long and bitter struggle between the Popes of Rome and the Patriarchs of Constantinople for supremacy, yet the CHURCH had remained ONE. The Councils had been attended by representatives of both the East and the West.
Up to 869 all Ecumenical Councils had been held in or near Constantinople, and in the Greek language. But now at last the Pope's insistent claim of being Lord of Christendom had become unbearable, (869), was the Last Ecumenical Council. Henceforth the Greek Church had its Councils, and the Roman Church had its Councils. And the Breach grew wider with the centuries. The brutal treatment of Constantinople by the armies of Pope Innocent III during the Crusades embittered the East all the more. And the creation of the dogma of Papal Infallibility in 1870 further deepened th echasm.

The Darkest Period of the Papacy
· Adrian II (867-872). 
· John VIII (872-882). 

· Marinus (882-884).
With these Popes began the Darkest Period of the Papacy (870-1050). The 200 years between Nicolas I and Gregory VII is called by historians the MIDNIGHT OF THE DARK AGES. Bribery, Corruptions, Immorality and Bloodshed, make it just about the Blackest Chapter in the Whole History of the Church. 

· Adrian III (884-885). 

· Stephen V (885-891). 

· Formosus (891-896). 

· Boniface VI (896). 

· Stephen VI (896-897) 

· Romanus (897). 

· Theodore II (898). 

· John IX (898-900). 

· Benedict IV (900-903). 

· Leo V (903). 

· Christopher (903-904). 

"Rule of the Harlots"
· Sergius III (A.D. 904-911). Said to have had a mistress, Marozia. She, her mother Theodora, and her sister, "filled the Papal chair with their paramours and bastard sons, and turned the Papal Palace into a den of robbers." Called in history The Rule of the Harlots (903-963). 

· Anastasius III (911-913). 

· Lando (913-914). 

· John X (914-928), "was brought from Ravenna to Rome and made Pope by Theodora for the more convenient gratification of her passion." He was smothered to death by Marozia, who, then, in succession, raised to the Papacy.... 
· Leo VI (928-929), and 

· Stephen VII (929-931), and 

· John XI (931-936), her own illegitimate son. 
Another of her sons appointed the four following Popes, .... 

· Leo VII (936-939), 

· Stephen VIII (939-942), 

· Martin III (942-946), and 

· Agapetus II (946-955). 

· John XII (955-963), a grandson of Marozia, was "guilty of almost every crime; violated virgins and widows, high and low; lived with his father's mistress; made the Papal Palace a brothel; was killed while in the act of adultery by the woman's enraged husband." 

Depths of Papal Degradation
· Leo VIII (963-965). 

· John XIII (965-972). 

· Benedict VI (972-974). 

· Donus II (974). 

· Benedict VII (975-983). 

· John XIV (983-984). 

· Boniface VII (984-985), murdered Pope John XIV, and "maintained himself on the blood-stained Papal Throne by a lavish distribution of stolen money." The Bishop of Orleans, referring to John XII, Leo VIII and Boniface VII, called them "monsters of guilt, reeking in blood and filth; Antichrist sitting in the Temple of God." 

· John XV (985-996). 

· Gregory V (996-999). 

· Sylvester II (999-1003). 

· John XVII (1003). 

· John XVII (1003-1008). 

· Sergius IV (1009-1012). 

· Benedict VIII (1012-1024), bought the Office of Pope with open bribery. This was called SIMONY, that is the purchase or sale of Church Office with money. 

· John XIX (1024-1033), Bought the Papacy. He passed through all the necessary clerical degrees in one day. 

· Benedict IX (1033-1045), was made Pope as a boy 12 years old, through money bargain with the powerful families taht ruled Rome. "Surpassed John XII in wickedness; committed murders and adulteries in broad daylight; robbed pilgrims on the graves of martyrs; a hideous criminal, the people drove him out of Rome." Some call him the Worst of all the Popes. 

· Gregory VI (1045-1046), Bought the Papacy. Three rival Popes: Benedict IX, Gregory VI, Sylvester III. "Rome swarmed with hired assassins; virtue of pilgrims was violated." 

· Clement II (1046-1047), was appointed Pope by Emperor Henry III of Germany "because no Roman clergyman could be found who was free of pollution of Simony and Fornication." 

· Damascus II (1048). Loud protests against Papal Infamy, and a Cry for Reform found answer in Hildebrand. 

Golden Age of Papal Power
Hildenbrand, small of stature, ungainly in appearance, feeble in voice, yet great in intellect, fiery in spirit, determined, and a zealous advocate of Papal Absolutism, associated himself with the Reform Party, and led the Papacy into its Golden Age (1019-1294). He controlled the five successive Papal administrations immediately preceeding his own; ....
· Leo IX (1049-1054); 

· Victor II (1055-1057); 

· Stephen IX (1057-1058); 

· Nicholas II (1059-1061); 

· Alexander II (1061-1073). 

· Hildebrand, Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085). His great object was to Reform the Clergy. The two prevailing Sins of the Clergy were Immorality and Simony. Simony was the Purchase of Church Office with Money. The Church owned a large share of all property, and had rich incomes. Practically all Bishops and Priests had paid for their office, for it gave them a chance to live in luxury. Kings habitually sold Church Offices to the highest bidder, regardless of fitness or character. This brought Pope Gregory VII into bitter contest with Henry IV, Emperor of Germany. He deposed Gregory. Gregor, in turn, excommunicated and deposed Henry. War followed. For years Italy was devastated by the opposing armies. Gregory, in the end, was drivin from Rome, and died in exile. But he had, in great measure, made the Papacy independent of Imperial Power. Reportedly Gregory had called himself "Overlord of Kings and Princes," and made good his claim. 

· Victor III (1086-1087). 

· Urban II (1088-1099), continued war with the German Emperor. Became leader in the Crusade Movement, which added to Papacy's Leadership. 

· Pascal II (1099-1118), continued War with German Emperer. 

· Gelasius II (1118-1119), 
· Calixtus II (1119-1124), 

· Honorius II (1124-1130), 

· Innocent II (1130-1143), maintained his office by armed force against Anti-Pope Anacletus II, who had been chosen by certain powerful families in Rome. 

· Celestin II (1143-1144). 

· Lucius II (1144-1145). 

· Eugene III (1145-1153). 

· Anastasius IV (1153-1154). 

· Adrian IV (1154-1159). Only English Pope. Gave Ireland to the King of England, and authorized him to take possession. The authorization was renewed by the next Pope, Alexander III, and carried out in 1171. 

· Alexander III (1159-1181). In conflict with four Anti-Popes. Renewed war with the German Emperor for supremacy. Many campaigns and pitched battles between the Papal Armies and German Armies, with terrible slaughter. Alexander was finally driven from Rome by the people , and died in exile. 

· Lucius III (1181-1185). 

· Urban III (1185-1187). 

· Gregory VIII (1187). 

· Clement III (1187-1191). 

· Celestine II (1191-1198). 

Summit of Papal Power
· Innocent III (1198-1216). Most powerful of all the Popes. Claimed to be "Vicar of Christ," "Vicar of God," "Supreme Sovereign over the Church and the World." Claimed the right to Depose Kings and Princes; and that "All things on earth and in heaven and in hell are subject to the Vicar of Christ."
He brought the Church into Supreme Control of the State. The Kings of Germany, France, England, and practically all the Monarchs of Europe obeyed his will. He even brought the Byzantine Empire under his control. Never in history has any one man exerted more power.
He ordered Two Crusades. Decreed Transubstantiation. Confirmed Auricular Confession. Declared that Peter's successor "can never in any way depart from the "Catholic faith," Papal Infallibility. Condemned the Magna Carta. Forbade the Reading of the Bible in vernacular. Ordered the Extermination of Heretics. Instituted the Inquisition. Ordered the Massacre of the Albigensis. More Blood was Shed under his direction, and that of his immediate successors, than in any other period of Church History, except in the Papacy's effort to Crush the Reformation in the 16th and 17th centuries. One would think Nero, the Beast, had come to life in Name of the Lamb. 

Papal Power Maintained by the Inquisition
The Inquisition, called the "Holy Office," was instituted by Pope Innocent III, and perfected under the second following Pope, Gregory IX. It was the Church Court for Detection and Punishment of Heretics. Under it everyone was required to inform against Heretics. Anyone suspected was liable to Torture, without knowing the name of his accuser. The proceedings were secret. The inquisitor pronounced sentence, and the victim was turned over to Civil Authorities to be Imprisoned for Life, or to be Burned. The victim's property was confiscated, and divided between the Church and the State.

In the period immediately following Pope Innocent III the Inquisition did its most deadly work against the Albigenses, but also claimed vast multitudes of victims in Spain, Italy, Germany and the Netherlands.

Later on the Inquisition was the main agency in the Papacy's effort to Crush the Reformation. It is stated that in the 30 years between 1540 and 1570 no fewer than 900,000 Protestants were put to death in the Pope's war for the extermination of the Waldenses.

Think of Monks and Priests, in holy garments, directing, with Heartless Cruelty and Inhuman Brutality, the work of Torturing and Burning alive Innocent Men and Woman, and doing it in the Name of Christ, by the direct order of the "Vicar of Christ."

The Inquisition was the Most Infamous and Devilish Thing in Human History. It was devised by Popes, and used by them for 500 years, to Maintain their Power. For its record none of the subsequent line of "Holy" and "Infallible" Popes have ever apologized.
Continued War with German Emperor
· Honorius III (1216-1227). 

· Gregory IX (1227-1241). 

· Innocent IV (1241-1254), gave Papal sanction to the use of Torture in extracting confessions from the suspected heretics. Under these three Popes, Emperor Frederick II of Germany led his Empire in its last great struggle with Papacy. After repeated wars, the Papacy emerged supreme. 

· Alexander IV (1254-1261). 

· Urban IV (1261-1264). 

· Clement IV (1265-1268). 

· Gregory X (1271-1276). 

· Innocent V (1276). 

· John XXI (1276-1277). 

· Nicholas III (1277-1280). 

· Martin IV (1281-1285). 

· Honorius IV (1285-1287). 

· Nicolas III (1277-1280). 

· Martin IV (1281-1285). 

· Honorius IV (1285-1287). 

· Nicolas IV (1288-1292). 

· Celestine V (1294). 

Beginning of Papal Decline
· Boniface VIII (1294-1303), in his famous bull, "Unam Sanctam," said, "We declare, affirm, define, and pronounce that it is altogether necessary for Salvation that every creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff." However, he himself was so Corrupt that Dante, who visited Rome during his pontificate, called the Vatican a "Sewer of Corruption," and assigned him, along with Nicolas III and Clement V, to the lowest parts of hell.

The Papacy had been victorious in its 200-year struggle with the German Empire.

Boniface received the Papacy at its height; but he met his match in Philip the Fair, King of France, at whose feet the Papacy was humbled to the dust, and began its Era of Decline. 

French Control of the Papacy
· Benedict XI (1303-1304). In his day, Philip the Fair, King of France, had become the leading Monarch of Europe.

Among the French People, a feeling of Nationalism and a spirit of Independence was developing, an outgrowth, no doubt, in part, of the Papacy's Brutal Massacre of the French Albigenses in the preceeding century. And Philip the Fair, with whom the history of Modern France begins, took up the struggle with the Papacy. His conflict started with Pope Boniface VIII over taxation of the French Clergy. The Papacy was brought into complete submission to the State. And, after the death of Pope Benedict XI, the Papal Palace was removed from Rome to Avignon on the south border of France, and for 70 years the Papacy was a mere tool of the French Court. 

"Babylonian Captivity" of the Papacy
70 years (1305-1377), in which Papal Palace was at Avignon.
· Clement V (1305-1377). 

· John XXII (1316-1334). Richest man in Europe. 

· Benedict XII (1334-1342). 

· Clement VI (1342-1352). 

· Innocent VI (1352-1362). 

· Urban V (1362-1370). 

· Gregory XI (1370-1378) 

The Avarice of the Avignon Popes knew no bounds. Burdensome taxes were imposed. Every Church Office was sold for money, and many new offices were created to be sold, to fill the coffers of the Popes and support the Luxurious and Immoral Court. Petrarch accused the Papal Household of Rape, Adultery, and all manner of Fornication. In many parishes men insisted on priests keeping concubines as a protection for their own families. The "Captivity" wa a blow to Papal Prestige.
The Papal Schism
40 years (1377-1417), in which there were two sets of Popes, one at Rome, and one at Avignon, each claiming to be "Vicar of Christ," hurling anathemas and curses at each other.
· Urban VI (1378-1389), under whom the Papal Palace was re-established at Rome. 
· Boniface IX (1389-1404). 

· Innocent VII (1404-1406). 

· Gregory XII (1406-1409). 

· Alexander V (1409-1410). 

· John XXIII (1410-1415), called by some the most depraved criminal who ever sat on the Papal Throne; guilty of almost every crime; as cardinal of Bologna, 200 maidens, nuns and married woman fell victims to his amours; as Pope he violated virgins and nuns; lived in adultery with his brother's wife; was guilty of sodomy and other nameless vices; bought the Papal Office; sold Cardinalates to children of wealthy families; and openly denied the future life. 

· Martin V (1417-1431). Healed the Papal Schism. But the Schism had been regarded by Europe as a Scandal. By it the Papacy suffered great loss of prestige. 
· Eugene IV (1431-1447). 

Renaissance Popes 
· Nicholas V (1447-1455), authorized the King of Portugal to war on African peoples, take their property and enslave people. 

· Calixtus III (1455-1458), was said to have been the father of many illegitamite children, spoke openly of the methods he used to seduce woman, encouraged young men to, and even to instruct them in methods of self-indulgence. 

· Paul II (1464-1471), "filled his house with concubines." 

· Sixtus IV (1471-1484). Sanctioned the Spanish Inquisition. Decreed that money would deliver souls from Purgatory. Was implicated in a plot to murder Lorenzo de Medici, and others who opposed his policies. Used the Papacy to enirch himself and his relatives. Made eight of his nephews Cardinals, while as yet some of them were mere boys. In luxurious and lavish entertainment he rivaled the Caesars. In wealth and pomp he and his relatives surpassed the old Roman Families. 

· Innocent VIII (1484-1492). Had 16 children by various married women. Multiplied Church Offices, and sold them for vast sums of money. Decreed the extermination of the Waldenses, and sent an army against them. Appointed the brutal Thomas Torquemada Inquisitor General of Spain, and ordered all rulers to deliver up Heretics to him. Permitted bull fights on St. Peter's Square. Was Background for Savarnola's cry against Papal Corruption. 

· Alexander VI (1492-1503), called the most corrupt of the Renaissance Popes, licentious, avaricious, depraved; bought the Papacy; made many new cardinals, for money; had a number of illegitimate children, whom he openly acknowledged and appointed to high church office while they were yet children, who, with their faither, murdered cardinals and others who stood in their way. Had for a mistress a sister of a Cardinal, who became next Pope, 
· Pius III (1503). 

Popes In Luther's Day
· Julius II (1503-1513), as the richest of the Cardinals, with vast income from numerous bishoprics and church estates, bought the Papacy. As a Cardinal he had made sport of Celibacy. Involved in endless quarrels over the possessions of cities and principalities, he maintained and personally led vast armies. Called the Warrior Pope. Issued Indulgences for money. Luther visited Rome, in his day, and was Appalled at what he saw. 

· Leo X (1513-1521), was Pope when Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation. Was made an Archbishop at 8; a Cardinal at 13. Was appointed to 27 different church offices, which meant vast income before he was 13. Was taught to regard ecclesiastical office purely as a source of revenue. Bargained for the Papal chair. Sold church honors. All ecclesiastical offices were for sale, and many new ones were created. He appointed Cardinals as young as 7. He was in endless negotiations with kings and princes, jockeying for secular power. utterly indifferent to the Religious welfare of the Church. He maintained the most Luxurious and Licentious Court in Europe. His Cardinals vied with kings and princes in Gorgeous Palaces and Voluptuous Entertainment, attended by trains of servants. Yet this Voluptuary re-affirmed the Unam Sanctum, in which it is declared that Every Human Being must be Subject to the Roman Pontiff for Salvation. He issued Indulgences for stipulated fees; and declared Burning of Heretics a Divine Appointment. 

· Adrian VI (1522-1523). 
· Clement VII (1523-1534). 

· Paul III (1534-1549). Had many illegitimate children. He was a determined enemy of the Protestants; offered Charles V an army to exterminate them. 

Enter the Jesuits
Rome's answer to the Lutheran Secession: the INQUISITION under the leadership of the JESUITS, an order founded by Ignatius Loyola, a Spaniard, on the principle of Absolute and Unconditional OBEDIENCE to the Pope, having for it's object the Recovery of territory lost to Protestants and Mohammedans, and the Conquest of the entire Heathen World for the Roman Catholic Church. Their supreme aim, the Destruction of Heresy, that is, thinking anything different from what the Pope said think; for the accomplishment of which Anything was Justifiable, Deception, Immorality, Vice, even Murder. Their motto, "For the Greater Glory of God." Their methods; Schools, seeking especially the children of ruling classes, aiming in all schools to gain absolute mastery over the pupil: the Confessional, especially with Kings, Princes and Civil Rulers, Indulging them in all kinds of Vice and Crime, for the sake of gaining their favor: Force, persuading rulers to execute Inquisition sentences.

In France they were responsible for St. Bartholomew's Massacre, Persecution of the Hugenots, Revocation of the Toleration Edict of Nantes, and the French Revolution. In Spain, Netherlands, South Germany, Bohemia, Austria, Poland and other countries, they led in the Massacre of Untold Multitudes. By these methods they stopped the Reformation in Southern Europe, and virtually saved the Papacy from ruin.
· Julius III (1550-5); 

· Marcellus II (1555). 

· Paul IV(1555-59). 

· Pius IV (1559-65). 

· Pius V (1566-72). 

· Gregory XIII (1572-85), celebrated, in solemn mass, with Thanksgiving and Joy, the news of St. Bartholomew's Massacre. 
· Sixtus V (1585-90). 

· Urban VII (1590). 

· Gregory XIV (1590-1). 

· Innocent IX (1591). 

Modern Popes
· Clement VIII (1592-1605). 

· Leo XI (1605). 
· Paul V (1605-21). 

· Gregory XV (1621-3). 

· Urban VIII (1623-44), with aid of the Jesuits, blotted out Protestants in Bohemia. 
· Innocent X (1644-55). 

· Alexander (1655-67). 

· Clement IX (1667-9). 

· Clement X (1670-6). 

· Innocent XI (1676-89). 

· Alexander VIII (1689-91). 

· Innocent XII ( 1691-1700). 

· Clement XI (1700-21), declared that Kings Reign Only with His Sanction; issued a Bull against Bible Reading. 

· Innocent XIII (1721-4). 

· Benedict XIII (1724-30). 

· Clement XII (1730-40). 

· Benedict XIV (1740-58). 

· Clement XIII (1758-69). 

· Clement XIV (1769-74), suppressed the Society of Jesuits in Spain, France and Portugal. Pius VI Restored the Jesuits: one "infallible" Pope restoring for all time what another "infallible" Pope just before him had suppressed. 

· Leo XII (1821-9), condemned All Religious Freedom, Tolerance, Bible Societies and Freemasonry. 
· Gregory XVI (1831-46), and ardent advocate of Papal Infallibility. Condemned Bible Societies. 

· Pius IX (1846-78), lost the Papal States; decreed PAPAL INFALLIBILITY; proclaimed the Right to Suppress Heresy by Force; Condemned Separation of Church and State; commanded Catholics to Obey the Head of the Church rather than Civil Rulers; Denounced Liberty of Conscience, Liberty of Worship, Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Press; decreed the Immaculate Conception and Deity of Mary; Condemned Bible Societies; declared taht Protestantism is "No Form of the Christian Religion"; and that "Every dogma of the Roman Catholic Church has been dictated by Christ through the Viceregents on earth." 

Papal Infallibility
The idea that the Pope is Infallible found no expressin in Christian literature for 600 years. It arose with the appearance of the False Decretals, and grew with Papal assertion in the Crusades and conflicts of Popes and Emperors.

Many Popes from Innocent III (1198-1216), onward, advocated it. But the Councils of Pisa (1409), Constance (1414), and Basel (1431), expressly decreed that Popes are subject to Councils.
· Pius IX (1854), "Of his own Sovereign Authority, and without the cooperation of a Council," proclaimed the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, as a sort of feeler to the Roman Catholic World, on the question. Its reception emboldened him to call the Vatican Council (1870), for the express purpose of having Himself declared Infallible, which, under his skillful manipulation, they did. The decree reads that it is "divinely revealed" that the Pope, when he speaks "ex cathedra," is "possessed of Infallibility in defining doctrines of faith and morals," and that "such definitions are irreformable."

And so the Pope now claims Infallibility, because the Vatican Council, at his bidding, so voted. The Eastern Church considered this the Papacy's Crowning Blasphemy. 

Loss of Temporal Power

Since 754 the Popes have been Civil Rulers of a Kingdom called "The Papal States," which included a large part of Italy, with Rome as its Capital. Many Popes had been more concerned with extending the boundaries and wealth and power of this Kingdom than in the Spiritual Welfare of the Church. And Papal Corruption was just as glaring in their Secular Kingdom as in their Venality of Officials, Frequency of Crime, Unwholesome Streets, Exactions upon Visitors, Falsified Coinage, Lotteries.

Pius IX ruled Rome with the help of 10,000 French troops. On the outbreak of the War between France and Germany (1870), these troops were recalled. And then Victor Immanuel, King of Italy, took possession of Rome, and added the Papal States to the Kingdom of Italy. The vote of the people transferring Rome from the Pope to the Government of Italy was 133,648 to 1,507.

Thus the Pope not only lost his earthly Kingdom, but He Himself became a Subject of another King, which was deeply humiliating to him who claimed to be Ruler of All Kings.

His Temporal Power was restored on a miniature scale (1929), by Mussolini; and, though Vatican City comprises only 100 acres, the Pope is again a Sovereign in his own little Kingdom.
Present-Day Popes
· Leo XIII (1878-1903), claimed that he was appointed to be Head of All Rulers, and that he holds on this earth the Place of Almighty God. Emphasized Papal Imfallibility. Pronounced Protestants "enemies of the Christian Name." Proclaimed the only method of cooperation Complete Submission to the Roman Pontiff. Denounced "Americanism" and the Masonic Order.
	


· Pius X (1903-1914), denounced leaders of the Reformation as "enemies of the Cross of Christ."
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· Benedict XV (1914-1922).
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· Pius XI (1922-1939), in 1928 re-affirmed the Roman Catholic Church to be the Only Church of Christ, and the Re-Union of Christendom Impossible Except by Submission to Rome.
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· Pius XII (1939-1958).
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· John XXIII (1958-1963)
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· Paul VI (June21, 1963 - Aug 6,1978) aka Giovanni Battista Montini
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· John Paul I (Aug26 1978 - Sept28, 1978) a.k.a. Albino Luciani 
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· John Paul II (Oct16, 1978 - April2, 2005) aka Karol Wojtyla
	[image: image8.jpg]





· Benedictus XVI (April 19, 2005 to present) aka Joseph Ratzinger
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Summary
The Papacy is an Italian Institution. It arose on the ruins of the Roman Empire, in the name of Christ occupying the throne of the Caesars; a Revival of the Image of the Roman Empire inheriting the Spirit thereof; "the Ghost of the Roman Empire come to life in the garb of Christianity." The Pops mostly have been Italians.
The Papacy's Methods. It brought itself to power through the prestige of Rome, and the Name of Christ, and by shrewd political alliances, and by deception, and by armed force; and by Armed Force and Bloodshed has maintained itself i power.
Papal Revenues. Through a large part of its history the Papacy, by the sale of ecclesiastical office, and its shameless traffic in Indulgences, has received vast revenues that enabled it to maintain, for much of the time the most luxurious Court in Europe.
Personal character of Popes. Some of the Pops have been good men; some of them unspeakably vile; the most of them have been absorbed in the pursuit of Secular Power.
Papal Claims. Yet, in spite of the Character of the general run of Popes, their Methods, and the Secular and Bloody record of the Papacy, these "Holy Fathers" claim that they are the "Vicars of Christ," "Infallible," and that they "hold on this earth the place of Almighty God," and that Obedience to Them is necessary to salvation.
The Papacy and the Bible. Hildebrand ordered Bohemians not to read the Bible. Innocent III forbade the people reading the Bible in their own language. Gregory IX forbade laymen possessing the Bible, and supressed translations. Translations among the Albigenses and Waldenses were burned, and people burned for having them. Paul IV prohibited the possession of translations without permission of the Inquisition. The Jesuits induced Clement XI to condemn the reading of the Bible by laity. Leo XII, Pius VIII, Gregory XVI and Pius IX all condemned Bible Societies. In Catholic countries the Bible is an unknown book.
The Papacy and the State. Hildebrand called himself "Overload of Kings and Princes." Innocent III called himself "Supreme Sovereign of the world." Pius IX condemned Separation of Church and State, and commanded all true Catholics to obey the Head of the Church rather than Civil Rulers. Leo XIII claimed that he was the "Head of All Rulers." At the coronation of the Popes, the Papal Crown is placed on their head with the words: "Thou art Father of Princes and Kings, Ruler of the World, and Vicar of Christ."
The Papacy and the Church. The Papacy is not the Church, but a Political Machine that go Control of the Church, and, by assumed prerogatives, interposed itself between God and God's people.
The Papacy and Tolerance. Pope Clement VIII declared that the Toleration Edict of Nantes whereby "liberty of conscience is granted to everybody is the most cursed thing in the world." Innocent X and his successors have condemned, rejected, annulled and protested against the Toleration of articles of the 1648 Treaty of Westphalia. Leo XII condemned religious freedom. Pius VIII denounced liberty of conscience. Pius IX expressly condemned religious toleration and liberty. Leo XIII endorsed the decree of Pius IX. However much Roman priests in our own country may cry "Tolerance," the Official "Infallible" Law of the System to which they belong is Against it. Romanists are in favor of Tolerance ONLY in countries where they are in the Minority. The Papacy has FOUGHT Religious Freedom at every step.
Providential Purpose in the Papacy? It may be that, in the Providence of God, the Papacy served a purpose, in the Middle Ages, in saving Western Europe from chaos and in Blending the Roman and German civilizations. But just suppose that the Church had NEVER been made a STATE institution, and that it had entirely avoided the pursuit of Secular Power, and confined itself exclusively to its ORIGINAL policy of winning Converts to Christ and training them in His ways-then there might have been the MILLENIUM instead of the DARK AGES.
The Story of the Papacy has been written as a background to the Reformation, in the belief that we ought to be familiar with the Wherefore of the Protestant Movement and the Historical Foundations of our Protestant Faith. Some of the things told herein seem Unbelievable. It seems inconceivable that men could take the Religion of Christ and develop it into an Unscrupulous Political Machine on which to ride to World Power. However, all statements made herein may be verified by reference to any of the completer Church Histories.
source for this page: 
"Halley's Bible Handbook" by Dr. Henry H. Halley; pg. 767-784 



return to Roman Catholicism





